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Seneca - Letters from a Stoic
Letter 3:
You have sent me a letter by the hand of a ‘friend” of yours, as you call him. And in the next
sentence you warn me to avoid discussing your affairs freely with him, since you are not
even in the habit of doing so yourself; in other words you have described him as being a
4 friend and then denied this, in one and the same letter,

Mow if you were using that word in a kind of popular sense and not according to its strict
meaning, and calling him a "friend” in much the same way as we refer to candidates as
‘gentlemen’ or hail someone with the greeting 'my dear fellow’ if when we meet him his
name slips our memory, we can let this pass. But if you are looking on anyone as a friend
when you do not trust him as you trust yourself, you are making a grave mistake, and have
failed to grasp sufficiently the full force of true friendship. Certainly, you should discuss
everything with a friend; but before you do so, discuss in your mind the man himself.

After friendship is formed you must trust, but before that you must judge. Those people
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everything with a friend; but before you do so, discuss in your mind the man himself.

After friendship is formed you must trust, but before that you must judge. Those people
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