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il Fragweatation - Alcohols

he wolecular ion peak is usually very weak or absent for
aleohols. s N

The wost Umportant {ragmentation process for aleohols

involves the loss of an alkyl group (a-cleavage). The largest
alkyl aroup is preferentially Lost as shown
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E second  comumon wode of fragmeatation Lavolves

hydration. The importance of this fragmentation process
vicreases with bnereasing chain Lenath. Loss of water (M -
18) is very indieative of an alechol functionality
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Mass spectra of the three isomers of butanol



Eﬁhsmt&. can. lose the elements of carbow wonoxide to give
trong peaks at M - 2.

Phewols can also lose the elements of the formyl radical
(HCO-) to give strong peaks at M - 29.
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